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California Inst. of Technology, Pasadena CA B. S 1981-1985 Physics 
Stanford University, Stanford, CA 
 

Ph. D 
 

1985-1991 Neuroscience 
Advisor: C.J. Shatz 

Harvard Medical School, Boston, MA 
 

Postdoc 
 

1991-1995 Mol. Neuroscience 
Advisor: M.E. Greenberg 

 
A. Personal Statement 
 
Research in our lab is directed at understanding the development and function of neural circuits. Our research 
interests include the identification and characterization of genes that regulate synapse formation, function, and 
stability, and the investigation of molecular mechanisms underlying the activity-dependent development of 
neuronal connections. We use a combination of cellular, molecular, and electrophysiological approached to 
address these questions. The lab has made several major contributions to the understanding of mechanisms 
that underlie neuronal connectivity, which are reflected in a rich publication record, including papers in Science, 
Nature, Neuron, Nature Neuroscience, and Journal of Neuroscience.  
 
B. Positions and Honors 
 
Academic Positions 
9/95-2/00: Assistant Professor, Department of Neuroscience,  
  Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine 
3/00-6/03 Associate Professor, Department of Neuroscience,  
 Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine 
7/03-present Stephen Kuffler Professor of Neurobiology 
 University of California San Diego 
 
University/Professional Service  
2002-2003 Chair, Johns Hopkins Medical School Council 
1999-2002 Society for Neuroscience Annual Meeting Program Committee  
2003-2004 Admissions Committee, UCSD/Salk Neurosciences Graduate Program 
2001-2005 Member of NIH study section NDPR  
2004-2010 Director, UCSD/Salk Neurosciences Graduate Program 
2004-2010 Associate Editor, Journal of Neuroscience 
2006, 2008     Co-chair, CSHL meeting on Axon Guidance, Synaptogenesis, and Neural Plasticity 
2007, 2009          Co-chair, Gordon Conference on Dendrites 
7/08-present Chair, Neurobiology Section, Division of Biological Sciences, UCSD 
9/09-present Co-Director, Center for Neural Circuits and Behavior, UCSD 
 
Honors 
1984-1985: Caltech Prize Scholarship; Graduated with honor in Physics 
1990-1991: Giannini Foundation Postdoctoral Research Fellowship 
1991-1994: Damon Runyon-Walter Winchell Cancer Research Fund Postdoctoral Fellowship 
1994-1995: Medical Foundation Postdoctoral Fellowship 
1995-1997: Damon Runyon Scholar Award 
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1996-1999: EJLB Foundation Scholar Research Award 
1996-1999: Klingenstein Fellowship Award in Neuroscience 
1996-1998: Alfred P. Sloan Research Fellow 
1997-2001: Pew Scholar Award 
1997:  Presidential Early Career Award for Scientists and Engineers 
2000:  John Merck Scholar Award 
2001:  Society for Neuroscience Young Investigator Award 
2003:                 Stephen Kuffler Professorship, University of California San Diego 
2008:       UCSD Revelle College Outstanding Faculty Award 
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