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Brief Biography 
 
Anirvan Ghosh serves as Senior Vice President, Head of Research and Early Development at Biogen. In this 
capacity he leads a team of 370 scientists and clinicians responsible for research and early clinical 
development across disease areas including Alzheimer’s Disease, Parkinson’s Disease and Movement 
Disorders, Neuromuscular Disorders, Multiple Sclerosis, Acute Neurology, Ophthalmology, Pain, 
Neuropsychiatry, and Immunology. 
 
Prior to joining Biogen, Anirvan served as VP/Global Head of Neuroscience Discovery and Biomarkers at 
Roche, where he led the Neuroscience research and drug discovery programs in Neurodegenerative 
Diseases, Neurodevelopmental Disorders, and Psychiatric Disorders. He also headed the Biomarkers and 
Clinical Imaging group. During his time at Roche he delivered 11 clinical candidate molecules to early clinical 
development in a number of areas including Alzheimer’s Disease, Spinal Muscular Atrophy, Schizophrenia, 
and Autism. Subsequent to his role at Roche, Anirvan served as the founding Chief Scientific Officer at E-
Scape Bio, a biotech company developing therapeutics for neurodegenerative disorders. 
 
Anirvan has held academic appointments at The Johns Hopkins School of Medicine and UC San Diego, where 
his research has been focused on understanding how connections in the brain are established during 
development and how they may be affected in neurodevelopmental disorders. Major contributions from his lab 
have included the identification of activity-dependent transcription factors that regulate neuronal development 
and plasticity, and the discovery of transmembrane Leucine Rich Repeat (LRR) proteins as key regulators of 
synapse formation and function.  
 
Anirvan received his BS in Physics from Caltech, his Ph.D. in Neuroscience from Stanford University and did 
his postdoctoral work at Harvard Medical School. He is recipient of several awards including the Pew Scholar 
Award, Presidential Early Career Award for Scientists and Engineers, the Society for Neuroscience Young 
Investigator Award, and the UCSD Revelle College Outstanding Faculty Award. 
 
Education 
 
California Institute of Technology   B.S. in Physics with honor   1981-1985 
Stanford University      Ph. D. in Neuroscience    1985-1991 
Harvard Medical School     Postdoctoral Fellow     1991-1995 
 
Professional Positions 
 
9/95-2/00 Assistant Professor, Department of Neuroscience,  
  Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine 
3/00-6/03 Associate Professor, Department of Neuroscience,  
 Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine 
7/03-6/13 Stephen Kuffler Professor of Neurobiology 
 University of California San Diego  
7/08-6/11 Chair, Neurobiology Section, Division of Biological Sciences, UCSD 
7/13-6/17 Adjunct Professor, Neurobiology Section, Division of Biological Sciences, UCSD 
7/11-4/16 Global Head/VP, Neuroscience Discovery, F. Hoffmann- La Roche 
5/16-4/17 Chief Scientific Officer, E-Scape Bio 
5/17-present SVP, Head of Research and Early Development, Biogen 



07/01/18 

 

  
Selected Professional Service  
 
2002-2003 Chair, Johns Hopkins Medical School Council 
2004-2010 Director, UCSD/Salk Neurosciences Graduate Program 
2004-2010 Associate Editor, Journal of Neuroscience 
2006, 2008     Co-chair, CSHL meeting on Axon Guidance, Synaptogenesis, and Neural Plasticity 
2007, 2009          Co-chair, Gordon Conference on Dendrites 
2009-2011 Co-Director, Center for Neural Circuits and Behavior, UCSD 
2008-2011 Chair, Neurobiology Section, Division of Biological Sciences, UCSD 
 
Selected Honors 
 
1984-1985: Caltech Prize Scholarship; Graduated with honor in Physics 
1991-1994: Damon Runyon-Walter Winchell Cancer Research Fund Postdoctoral Fellowship 
1995-1997: Damon Runyon Scholar Award 
1996-1999: EJLB Foundation Scholar Research Award 
1996-1999: Klingenstein Fellowship Award in Neuroscience 
1996-1998: Alfred P. Sloan Research Fellow 
1997-2001: Pew Scholar Award 
1997:  Presidential Early Career Award for Scientists and Engineers 
2000:  John Merck Scholar Award 
2001:  Society for Neuroscience Young Investigator Award 
2008:       UCSD Revelle College Outstanding Faculty Award 
2003-2011:     Stephen Kuffler Professor, University of California San Diego 
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